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On Friday evening, 13 March 
2020, St Luke’s received notice 
that all worship services within 

the Diocese of Toronto were suspended 
until further notice. The reason was to 
implement precautions against COVID-19, 
the Coronavirus that was reaching  
pandemic proportions across the globe. 

We scrambled to notify all parishioners 
before the pending Sunday Services. The 
suspension of worship services included 
all six Anglican dioceses that comprise 
the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario, 
the entire portion of the province east of 
Thunder Bay.

In June, under the guidance of Archbishop 
Anne Germond, Metropolitan of the 
Ecclesiastical Province, the Bishops of the 
various dioceses decided that all church 
buildings would remain closed until at 
least September. 

Subsequent to the relaxation of COVID 
protocols by the Government of Ontario as 
of late July, the Diocese is now permitting 
parishes to re-open church offices on a 
by-appointment-only basis. Other parts of 
church buildings remain closed.

Based on current COVID assessments by 
Public Health authorities, the Diocese of 
Toronto plans to permit churches to re-
open for public worship at a date chosen by 
each parish after mid-September. 

For those returning to public worship, 
things will look quite different than our 
previous practice. There are numerous 
protocols to be followed as proscribed by 
the Diocese and Public Health authorities.

Here is a bit of a heads-up on some of 
the new practices. We will implement 
protocols for entering and exiting the 
church building. We will each wear a 
protective mask. We will implement 
practices for physical distancing in seating 
between family groups and individuals. 
We will remove prayer books and hymnals 
and use only the Order of Service. We will 
refrain from singing and from the physical 
sharing of the Peace. We will have defined 
protocols for receiving Communion.

“This all certainly goes with things 
unprecedented, with adjustments required, 
and it is all for very good reason. The 
reason is the safety and well-being of 
our people and the health of the wider 
community,” Father Glenn Empey, parish 
priest, said recently.
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While COVID-19 has shut down our building, the virus 
has not stopped our ministry or our vision. The Food 
Cupboard continues to serve those in need each Friday. 

Since the beginning of COVID-19, 37 unique households are be-
ing served at the Food Cupboard. On average about 16 of these 
households visit the Food Cupboard each week.

In June, the parish submitted to 
Bishop Riscylla, Area Bishop for 
Trent-Durham, and to Rob Saffrey, 
Executive Director of the Diocese, 
a portfolio of documents about 
our new parish plan and vision. 
The documents provided detailed 
background about the work we 
have done over the last two years. 
The documents were in support of 
our earlier submission of our plan,  
new vision, and proposal that 
asked for financial support to cover 
initial development costs.

The documents will be reviewed in detail by the senior man-
agement team of the Diocese after which the proposal and 
request will go to the House of Bishops and from there, it will 

be presented at Diocesan Council. We expect some definitive 
response from the Diocese later in 2020.

The development of the parish plan to implement our new 
vision has been a careful and prayerful step-by-step process un-
dertaken by the Parish Planning Group (PPG) over the last two 
years. The plan and vision flow from the recognition that we 
cannot sustain our ministry without significant changes. The 

plan and new vision are creative 
and do-able. They will enable St 
Luke's to play a meaningful role as 
a sustainable Anglican presence in 
East City for years to come.

As we move forward, one of the 
items to which we must turn our 
attention is to our understanding 
and sense of mission. Jesus calls 
us to connect with others, to serve 
those in need, and to make disciples. 
Parish renewal will be an important 
element in our steps into the future.

We have a plan and a new vision for the immediate future. As 
we implement that plan and vision, mission will become the 
next critical step for the longer term and renewal of our parish.

Sincere thanks and heartfelt appreciation
 You make an important difference in unprecedented times

Ministry, vision, mission
Ministry continues; we have a plan and new vision; now we're called to look further ahead

Food Cupboard boxed food supplies ready for a special distribution

The Parish Leadership Team and the members of the 
Parish Planning Group (PPG) extend sincere thanks and 
appreciation to the people of 

St Luke for their support, under-
standing and readiness to make 
the adjustments necessary amidst 
COVID-19.

Many parishioners have taken 
advantage of the various ways to 
maintain weekly givings to St Luke's.

Here's how:
• by dropping envelopes in box 

at front of church
• by Canada Post
• by the CanadaHelps button on the parish website

For the months of April through end of June, the Diocese of 
Toronto declared a period of Jubilee by forgiving the expense 

of diocesan apportionment and by 
covering clergy stipend. This has 
saved the parish a considerable 
amount of money. The period of 
Jubilee has now ended.

Since mid-March, St Luke's has 
maintained our normal staff pay-
roll. We have been able to recover 
some costs through the Canada 
Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS). 
We hope to be able to apply for this 
programme for our clergy now that 
the Jubilee has ended. In challeng-

ing times, we thank you for your on-going prayerful support.

St Luke's Community Gardens thriving for second year 
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First step toward re-opening
Diocese gives go-ahead for parish office to re-open with some restrictions

Among precautions against the spread of COVID-19, hand hygiene, physical distancing, controlled traffic flow, and wearing masks 
are top on the list. Accordingly, we will be introducing special protocols to use when we re-gather for worship services—target date now 
20 September. Before then, we are required to show our compliance in order to be granted a final go-ahead to re-open by the Diocese. 
The protocols include practices with which many of us have become familiar at local stores, shops, and offices in recent months.

The Diocese of Toronto and Public Health authorities have set up specific, detailed guidelines for re-gathering as a community 
of faith in public worship. Based on current conditions in early August, re-gathering for public worship will be permitted for 
all parishes after mid-September. Extensive information is available on the St Luke's website in the item entitled Template and 

Time-lines for Re-opening Anglican Churches–15 July. The Diocese will provide minor updates to these documents in mid-August.

What to expect in the fall
Heads up: Things will look and feel different than how they were for us before COVID-19

Ahead of time
• we kindly ask you to advise the parish office no later than 

by noon Thursday each week of your intention to attend 
church on the coming Sunday

• this is to allow us to complete a seating plan ahead 
of time so that we can maximize the use of our space 
while ensuring proper physical distancing

• it will also help enable smooth traffic flow into the 
church nave

• in addition, it will help us make sure that the number 
in attendance will not exceed our allowed capacity

Upon arrival at church
• at the parking lot entrance to the church building:

• we will ask standard questions about possible exposure 
to COVID-19 

• we will check your name off on the contact tracing log
• we will ask you to sanitize your hands
• we will ask you to wear a mask if you are not already 

wearing one
• our team will direct you to your place in the nave of 

the church
• (the nave is the main part of the church)

Within the nave
• there will be spaced floor markings to indicate how to 

move to receive Communion and to return to your seat
• Communion will be in one-kind (bread only)
• there will be specially assigned seating for those 

helping with the Liturgy and a separately assigned 
microphone for each

• we will remain in place to share the Peace by gesture 
only while maintaining physical distancing

• we will refrain from singing
• we will place collection plates in convenient fixed locations

At completion of the Liturgy
• all will remain in their places
• there will be spaced floor markings to indicate how to exit
• our sidespeople team will assist with directions

• those without mobility issues will exit through the 
front doors of the church on the Armour Street side 
beginning from the back of the church

• those with mobility issues will wait until all have exited 
and then will move back to the parking lot door to exit

• we are not permitted to have or consume any food or 
refreshments at the church

Outline of protocols and flow for a Sunday

As the very first step in this process, Susan Soble is back in the parish office and available by telephone and email from Tuesday to 
Thursday, 9 am to 4 pm. Our church building, including meeting rooms and all facilities, remains closed with doors locked to the 
public. If you have reason to go to the parish office in person, you must make an appointment ahead of time. This protocol is so that 
we comply to directives from the Diocese of Toronto. Thank you for your understanding.
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LOCATION/MAILING ADDRESS 
St Luke’s Anglican Church
566 Armour Road
Peterborough, Ontario K9H 1Z1

PARISH OFFICE 
Parish Secretary, Susan Soble 
secretary@saintlukes.ca
705-742-6202 Tuesday-Thursday
Voicemail 24/7 

PARISH PLANNING GROUP
June Banbury
Lorraine Brown
Beth Craig-Markle
Donna Ferguson
Randy Guest
Barb Konkle
Bill Nicholls
Philip Panter
Margaret Pulver
Doug Read

PARISH CLERGY
Fr. Glenn Empey, Parish Priest
Fr. Doug Woods, Pastoral Associate

WEBSITE / SOCIAL MEDIA
www.stlukesanglican.ca
Facebook St Luke’s Anglican Church
Twitter @StLukesPtbo

The community link is the official 
newsletter of St Luke’s Anglican 

Church, Peterborough 

Peace and Blessings to each of you
A personal message from our parish priest

P
lease know that you have been, and continue to be, in my thoughts and prayer.  I am 
also praying earnestly for our parish that we hold the course in managing the challenges 
of COVID-19 to keep our parish viable and on-track to attain our new parish vision. We 
shared our new parish vision and its guiding principles last year in our town-halls and in 

follow-up written communications.

I know that the isolation and anxiety from the pandemic restrictions are wearing. Some may 
feel the impact more than others. Keep the faith. Be in touch with friends and family as best is 
possible. Get in touch with your family physician if you think that's appropriate. Let us know at 
St Luke's if we can help too. Father Doug will be providing emergency pastoral coverage during 
August when I am away on vacation. We will also be continuing our telephone-tree contacts.

I know that many of us are yearning to return to church. I want to say that the most important 
concern in our planning for re-opening is your health and your well-being. So, there is no 
compulsion for any person to re-gather in the fall if you do not feel comfortable doing so. Of 
course, it will be great to welcome each of you back; but, if you are feeling any reluctance, that 
is totally understandable and it's OK. You need to look after your own health. You need not 
worry if you don't feel comfortable in returning to church right away in the fall season. We will 
continue ways to keep connected in our parish family.

As one example, we will continue our Evensong liturgies on 'Zoom'. We have held these online 
gatherings lately about every two weeks and we will pick them up again in September. They have 
become quite popular. By the way, I commend all our folks who have recently decided to take the 
leap into the realm of the internet with a new laptop or tablet. It's pretty easy to join the online 
evensongs. Don't worry. You won't break anything! So, if you're up to it, take the leap. I'm sure 
there are some young folks available in your bubble to help. (But, if it's not for you, that's OK too.)

When we do re-gather as a community, things will look a lot different than what we have 
known in the past. I ask you to be flexible in all the arrangements that we have to put in place. 
I know we can do it and I wish to thank you for your understanding.

Faithfully in Christ, 

Glenn+ 

St Luke's New Vision

• to redevelop our property from the ground up to provide housing that is affordable and 
dignified for those in need and to incorporate St Luke’s Church into the new structure

Guiding Principles
• to flourish as an Anglican presence in East City, Peterborough
• to continue to care and connect with the community
• to establish a legacy for St Luke’s Church
• to redevelop our property for a new purpose
• to provide housing that is affordable and dignified for those in need
• to be a partner not an owner
• to continue to seek new ways to change lives and to serve the community


